Northwest School of the Arts

Dance Majors 3
Class Syllabus
Teacher: Mr.Winn

Email: brianl.winn@cms.k12.nc.us
School Phone: (980) 343-5500
Wiki Page: http://winndance.cmswiki.wikispaces.net/

Course Length: Year Long
Necessary Prerequisites: Dance Majors I and II

Course Description:

In this class, students will explore Dance by means of technique, choreographic principles, dance terminology, dance history, and healthy practices.  Students will participate in daily technique classes that address the major concepts in Ballet and Modern dance.  Students will learn the basic choreographic principles, tools, and structures to create dance works of their own.  Students will learn about important events and figures in the history of Dance as well as how dance has evolved over time.  In the Spring, students will perform on the Middle School dance concert on May 13-14, 2014.
Classroom Rules and Expectations:

1. Be respectful!  

2. Arrive on time and prepared for class.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

4. No gum, food, or drink in the dance studio. 

5. Always give your BEST effort!

Consequences:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Student/Teacher Conference

3. Parent Contact

4. Referral to the office

* The order in which the consequences are carried out depends on the severity of the offense.

Dress Code:
Females- Black leotard & black footless tights 

Males- Solid black or white form fitting t-shirt & black footless tights

· No street shoes!  Dance shoes will be allowed ONLY if appropriate for the genre of dance that the class is focusing on. . 

· Appropriate undergarments should be worn.  This includes dance belts for males.  No undergarment should be visible from underneath the dance attire!

· Appropriate warm-ups may be worn, but must be removed after the first 15 minutes of movement. If warm-ups remain on, it will result in a grade reduction. Warm-ups may include sweaters, jackets, shorts, or pants that are not bulky and that do not hinder the movement of the dancer.    

· Long hair MUST be pulled back for class.  A student’s hair should not hang on their shoulders or in their face.

· No jewelry allowed.  It can become a distraction as well as a safety risk to the dancer.

· All students must dress out for each class, unless otherwise informed by the teacher.

Required Materials:
1. Dance notebook with pockets

2. Pencil

3. Appropriate dance clothing

4. Water bottle with lid (Recommended) 

Grading Policy:

Students will be graded in the following areas:

· Formal (65%): Tests (which count twice), Quizzes, Projects, Performances

· Informal (35%): Daily dress out (3 points per day), Daily participation (10 points per day), Homework, Class Assignments
Assessments:

· Quarterly Movement Assessments (Held at the end of each quarter)

· Unit Tests (1 per unit- can be written and/or movement based)

· Performances (Participation in Middle School concert is MANDATORY, unless revoked by faculty)
· Projects
Course Curriculum:

1st Quarter- 

· Introduction of vocabulary and movement skills in Ballet and Modern Dance
· Dance History: Understanding the role of dance in North Carolina and the United States

2nd Quarter- 

· Analysis of movement skills in Ballet and Modern Dance

· Approaches to choreography

3rd Quarter- 

· Integration of anatomical concepts to movement skills in Ballet and Modern Dance

· Creating and analyzing choreographic choices

4th Quarter-

· Application of movement skills to choreography

· Performance values and qualities

· Reflection and evaluation of dance

Make-Up Policy:

· Students participating in a performance may be excused from make-up work.  The student must provide written documentation prior to their absence and it must be approved by the teacher. 

· All other absences require make-up work from the student.  Until the make-up work is received, a “0” will be recorded for the Daily Movement Grade.  Once the make-up work has been completed and turned in, the “0” will be replaced. Students are allotted 5 days after the absence(s) to turn in make-up work.  One assignment is due per EACH day a student is absent from this class.    

· The following make-up work will be accepted for this class:

1) A typed document containing 10 dance exercises created by the student, including movements and counts. 

2) A typed, double spaced, 1-page summary of a Dance article. 

3) A typed, double spaced, 1-page critique of a Dance performance. 

Etiquette:

Proper etiquette is expected of dancers in class, rehearsals, and performances.  Inappropriate behavior will NOT be tolerated.  The department faculty reserves the right to deny performance opportunities to students who do not exhibit appropriate etiquette. 

Wish List: TISSUES, Band Aids, Hand Sanitizer, Paper Towels, Bobby Pins, Hair Ties, Safety Pins
